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Listing of Claims 

1 . (Currently amended) A method, comprising: 

(a) splitting a video file into a first piece and a second piece, the video file 
being a digital representation of a video; 

(b) moving the first piece through a cable network to a first building and 
storing the first piece in the first building on a first storage device , wherein the 
first storage device is disposed in a first set-top box ; 

(c) moving the second piece through the cable network to a second 
building and storing the second piece in the second building on a second storage 
devic e, wherein the second storage device is disposed in a second seMop 
box : 

(d) moving the first piece from the first storage device through the cable 
network and into a third building, and storing the first piece in the third building on 
a third storage devic e, wherein the third storage device is disposed in a third 
set-top box : 

(e) moving the second piece from the second storage device through the 
cable network and into the third building, and storing the second piece in the third 
building on the third storage device; and 

(f) retrieving and displaying the first piece from the third storage device 
and substantially contiguously retrieving and displaying the second piece from 
the third storage device such that the video is displayed in the third building as a 
single unit. 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Original) The method of Claim 1, wherein the splitting of (a) occurs in a 
central cable station. 
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4. (Original) The method of Claim 1, wherein the splitting of (a) occurs in a 
distribution hub. 

5. (Original) The method of Claim 1 , wherein the splitting of (a) is performed by a 
content provider, and wherein after the splitting of (a) the first piece and the 
second piece are supplied to a central cable station. 

6. (Original) The method of Claim 1 f wherein the video file is an MPEG file. 

7. (Original) The method of Claim 1 , wherein the cable network includes: a 
distribution hub, a first fiber node, a second fiber node, a primary fiber optic 
network coupled to the distribution hub, a first secondary fiber optic network 
coupled to the distribution hub and to the first fiber node, a second secondary 
fiber optic network coupled to the distribution hub and to the second fiber node, a 
first tertiary network coupled to the first fiber node and extending to the first 
building and to the second building, and a second tertiary network coupled to the 
second fiber node and extending to the third building. 

8. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 1, wherein the first storage device 
is a first hard disk disposed in a the first TV set-top box, and wherein the second 
storage device is a second hand disk disposed in a the second TV set-top box, 
and wherein the third storage device is a third hard disk disposed in a the third 
TV set-top box. 

9. (Canceled) 

1 0. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 1, wherein the first storage device 
is a first memory disposed in a the first TV set-top box, and wherein the second 
storage device is a second memory disposed in a the second TV set-top box, 
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and wherein the third storage device is a third memory disposed in a the third TV 
set-top box. 

H.(Canceled) 

12. (Original) The method of Claim 1 , wherein the moving of (d) and the moving 
of (e) occur substantially simultaneously. 

13. (Original) The method of Claim 1 , wherein the video is displayed in (f) in the 
third building on a television screen. 

14. (Original) The method of Claim 1, wherein the first piece moves from the first 
storage device in (d) with a first data rate DR1 , wherein the second piece moves 
from the second storage device in (e) with a second data rate DR2, wherein the 
first and second pieces move into the third storage device in (d) and (e) with a 
combined data rate CDR F and wherein CDR is equal to or greater than the sum 
of DR1 and DR2. 

15. (Original) The method of Claim 1 , further comprising: 

(g) determining a downstream available bandwidth into the third storage 
device; and 

(h) determining a first upstream available bandwidth out of the first storage 
device and determining a second upstream available bandwidth out of the 
second storage device; and 

(i) based at least in part on (g) and (h), determining how from wh i ch of 
tho - fir s t second or first and oocond storage devices the first an second 
pieces of the video file will move through the cable network aral to the third 
storage device. 
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16. (Current[y amended) The method of Claim 44 15, wherein the first piece 
moves from the first storage device in (d) with a first data rate DR1 , wherein the 
second piece moves from the second storage device in (e) with a second data 
rate DR2 f and wherein the sum of DR1 and DR2 is approximately equal to the 
downstream available bandwidth determined in (g). 

17. (OriginaI) The method of Claim 1 , further comprising: 

(g) viewing a web page on a television screen in the third building; 

(h) selecting a link on the web page, the link being indicative of the video; 

and 

(i) in response to the selecting of the link, initiating the moving of (d) and 

(e). 

18. (Canceled) 

19. (Canceled) 

20. (Canceled) 
21 .(Canceled) 

22, (Canceled) 

23. (New) A method, comprising: 

(a) splitting a multimedia file into a first piece and a second piece, the 
multimedia file being a digital representation of a multimedia content wherein the 
multimedia content includes information taken from the group consisting of: an 
amount of video, a game, an amount of music, a picture; 

(b) moving the first piece through a cable television network to a first 
building and storing the first piece in the first building on a first set-top box; 
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(c) moving the second piece through the cable television network to a 
second building and storing the second piece in the second building on a second 
set-top box; 

(d) selecting a link, wherien the link is indicative of the multimedia 
content; 

(d) in response to the selecting of (d) moving the first piece from the first 
storage device through the cable television network and into a third building, and 
storing the first piece in the third building on a third set-top box; 

(e) in response to the selecting of (d) moving the second piece from the 
second storage device through the cable television network and into the third 
building, and storing the second piece in the third building on the third set-top 
box; and 

(f) retrieving the first and second pieces from the third set-top box and 
consuming the first and second pieces in the third building as a single amount of 
multimedia content 

24. (New) The method of Claim 23, wherein the cable television network and the 
first and second and third set-top boxes form a storage area network, and 
wherein the single amount of multimedia content is consumed on a wireless 
device having a screen. 

25. (New) The method of Claim 23, wherein the first, second and third set-top 
boxes are coupled together via the cable television network so that the first, 
second and third set-top boxes form a storage area network, the storage area 
network further comprising a central controller, the central controller maintaining 
a map of where the multimedia content is stored in the storage area network. 

26. (New) The method of Claim 23, wherein the cable television network is a 
cable IP network. 

6 



PAGE 7/10 1 RCVD AT 3/9/2006 6:1 6:58 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 1 SVR:USPTO€FXRF«45 1 DH1S:2738300 1 CSB): 1 DURATION (mnws):02-06 



MAR. 9.2006 3:1 7PM 



NO. 391 P. 3 



Applicant: Murgesh Navar 
Serial No.: 09/927,665 
Filing Date: August 6, 2001 
Docket No.: VER-001 

27. (New) The method of Claim 23, further comprising: 

viewing a page on a television screen in the third building; 
selecting a link on the page, the link being indicative of the multimedia 
content; and 

in response to the selecting of the link, initiating the moving of (d) and (e), 
wherein the first piece and second piece are consumed in (f) by being displayed 
on the television screen. 

28. (New) The method of Claim 27, wherein the page is served by a central 
controller, the central controller maintaining a map of where the multimedia 
content is stored on the first, second and third set-top boxes. 

29. (New) The method of Claim 23, further comprising: 

viewing a page on a screen in the third building; 
selecting a link on the page, the link being indicative of the multimedia 
content; and 

in response to the selecting of the link, initiating the moving of (d) and (e), 
wherein the first piece and second piece are consumed in (f) by being displayed 
on the screen. 
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